THE
IN THE COMPANY

In 1633, when St. Louise, under
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
and always guided by St. Vincent
de Paul, gathered the first
Daughters in her home; the
Confraternities of Charity were
under the direction of the Ladies
and the Daughters carried out
the service of persons who were
sick, until the day when each
group would have its autonomy.
The first Rules of the
Company of the Daughters of
Charity, written in 1645, speaks
of four officers (the expression
"officers" will later be replaced by
"councillors" in the 20th century):
"The said company shall be composed
of girls and widows, who will elect four
from among them, by a majority of
votes every three years, to be their
officers, of whom the first shall be
the superioress... The second shall be
the Assistant to the Superioress and will
represent her in her absence... The third
will act as treasurer, will receive and
keep the money... The fourth will be in
charge of the ordinary expenditures, and
will provide for the common needs of

the Company... They will serve
as Counsellors to the said
Superioress.”

In June 1646, St. Vincent said to
the Sisters: "By the grace of
Go d , d e ar S is t er s, th e
establishment of this little
Council is a beginning of the
order and foundation
Providence is laying in your
Company” and in April 1651,
St. Vincent spoke again about
the choice of officers: “…
(the choice of these Sisters) is
extremely important and so is
changing them, so that several
may be formed to be in
authority and to give good,
sound advice.”

The Statutes
of
the
Company will be revised
several times, but the number
and function of the officers
(Councillors) will not change.
This was to last for two
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centuries, until 1917 when the
new Code of Canon Law (1917)
will prescribe the revision of the
Constitutions of each Institute.
This lasted until 1954.

The 1954 Constitutions state
that the Council of the
Superioress General is
composed of six Sisters of
different nationalities and
languages and emphasize that
the Councillors are elected after
the election of the Superioress
General, for a term of six years.
They may be re-elected by the
next General Assembly for a new
six-year term.

The Constitutions
and
Statutes of 1970 and 1975 are
the fruit of the 1968/1969
General Assembly. They are
based on the documents of
Vatican Council II and state:
“The General Councillors form
the Council of the Superioress
General. They assist her in the
government of the Company, in
fidelity to the constitutions and
statutes… They are of different
nationalities and languages and
their number may vary

according to the needs of the
Company.”

Statute 68 (1975) states: "The
General Councillors, eight in
number, represent one or more
linguistic groups: German,
English, Spanish from Spain,
Spanish from Latin America,
French, Italian, Portuguese,
Slavic".

The 1983 Constitutions
stipulate: “The General
Councillors, whose number is
never less than four, form the
Council of the Superioress
General. They assist her in the
government of the Company ...
They are elected by the General
Assembly ... They are of
different nationalities and
languages."

The 1997 General Assembly
fixed their number at ten:
adding one more for Africa and
one more for Asia but, in 2009, it
was decided to go back to
eight in number, according
to the groups to which they
belong, by reducing the number
of Councillors for Europe. This
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change was made during the
2015 General Assembly (see
photo). Always at the service of
the Company, the General
Councillors reflect together
on important subjects and
are a link between the
P ro v i n c e s
and
the
Superioress General (cf.
Statute 49, Amendment to the
2004 Constitutions and
Statutes).
Statute 49, amended and
approved by the General

Assembly of 2009, then specifies:
“The number of General
Councillors and the criteria for
the choice are deter mined
according to the needs of the
Company, by the Superioress
General with the consent of her
Council, after consultation with
the Visitatrixes during their interAssemblies meeting.”

From the booklet “Genesis of the Company,” the document:
“The Origin of the Company of the Daughters of Charity,” and
the texts of the Constitutions and Statutes.

2015 General Council (Echoes of the Company 2015, n° 3, page 160)
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